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Of the Religion and Rites of the Virginians. C 1 A I?._G-_
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bitt, and caft it intothe fire,which is all the gracethey are knowne o vfe. In fome pare
of the Countrey they haue yearely a [acrifice of children : fiuch a one was performed at
Quyengheebaneck {ometen miles from Jumes Towne inthis manner, “Rapabarnnock,
* warewance made afealt inthe woods: the people were fo painted, that a Painter

with his peafill could nothaue done better. Some of them were blacke Iike Divels,
with hornesand loofe haire, fome of diuers colours. They continued two da yes dan-
cing in a circle of a quarter of 2 mile, intwo companies, with anticke trickes, foure
ina ranke, the HWerowance leading the dance ; they had raceles in their hands; allin the
middeft had black hornes ontheir heads,and greene bowes in their hands : nexe them

were foure or fiue principall men diverfly painted, which with baftinadoes beat for-
ward fuch as tired in the dance. Thus they made themfelues fearceable to go or fland,
When they mettogecher they made ahellifhnoile, and euery one flinging away his

bough, ranne (clapping theichands) vp into a tree, and tareitto theground, and fell
into their order againe : thus they did ewice. Fourteene well favoured children, or (if
you had ratherheare * Captaine Smith)) fifteenc of the propere(t yong boyes berweene
tenand fifteene yeares of age they painted white: Having broughe them forth, the
people (faith he) Ipent the forenoone in dancing and finging about them with Ractless
in the afternoone they putthele children to theroote of atree, all the men fandingto
guard them, each with a.Baftinado of Reeds bound together, in his hand. Th:n%or.
they make a Lane betweene them all along, through which there were appoinced fiue
yong men (##hite calles them Prielts) o ferch thefe children. Each of theie feschetha

childe, the guard laying onwith their baltinadoes, while they with their naked bodies

defend the children to their greatfinare, All this time the women weepe and cric oue
very paflionately, prouiding Mofle, skinnes,Mats,and dric wood,as things fitting the
childeens Funerall, When the children arein this manner fetched away, the guard
teates downe trees, branches, and boughes, making wreathes fortheir heads, or be-
decking their haire with the leaues. What elfe was done with the children was not
fcenc, but they wereallcafton aheapein a Valley, as dead, where was made a great
Feaft forall the company. :

1. llem White relating this facrifice, faith, Tharthey remoued them from tree totree
three times, and atlaft carried them into a Valley where the King fate ; where they
would fuffer our men to fee, but fealted there tvwo houres, On a fiudden allarofe with
cudpels in theirhands, and made a lane asis before faid,and the children being laide
downe vnder a tree (1o their feeming) without life, theyall fell into a ring againe and
danced about the children a good fpace and then fatcdowne inacircleabour the tree.
Raphanna,in the middes,cauled burthens of wood o be broughe to the Altar,made of
poles fet like afleeple, where they made a grear fire to factifice their childrento the
Diuell (whom they call Kewafe ) who, 3s they repore, fuckescheir bloud. They were
vnwillingto lecthem (tay any longer. They founda woman mouming for yong Paf=
piba facrificed at the Towne of Rapabaxna,

The Werswance (Captaine Smuth addeth) beingdemanded the meaning of chis fa-
crifice, anfwered, thatthe children were not all dead, but thatthe Oke or Divell did
fuckethe bloud from theirlefc breft,who chanced to be his by lot, till they were dead,
but the reft were kepe in the wildernefle by the yong men, till nine Moones were ex-
pired, during which time they muft not connerfe with any, and of thefe were made
thieir Pricfls, and conjurers. This facrifice they held to be fo neceffarie, thatifthey
fhould omitit, their Oke or Diuell, and their other Qusyongheofnghes, or gads, would
lecthem hauve no Deere, Turkies, Corne, or Filh; and would ﬁcﬁd:s make 2 grear
flaughcer amongft them. They thinke chat their ##erowances and Prielts, which they
alfo efteeme Duwyonghcafieghes, whentheyare dead, doe goe beyond the Mountaines
towards the fetring of the Sunne, and ener remaine therein forme cf their Oke having
their heads painted withOyle and Pocowes ™ finely trimmed with feathers, and (hall
haue Beads, Haechets, Copper, and Tobacco, neuer ceafing to danceand itng with
their predece(fors, The common people, they fuppofe, fhall not live after death.Some
fought ro connere chem from thefe fuperftitions : the ierowance of Cumyonehcobanack,
vias [ofarre perfivaded,as that lie protefled to belecue that our God exceeded cheirs ,1:-
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as our Gunnts did their Bowes and Arrowes : and many times did fend o the
Et:::il:lmtmzny refents, intreating him to pray to his » God for raine, for his God
would not fend him any. . ) ‘
¥:fleam ¥ bite ceporteth thefe their ceremonies of honering the Sunne. By breake
of day,beforethey catc or drinke,che men,women,and children above ten yeares old,
runnc inco the water, andthere wafha good fpace, till the Sunnc anfe, and then they
offer Macrificetoic, (trewing Tobacco on the land or waters the like they doe at Sunne-

_ fer. Healforelateththatone George © (affor ( before mentioned) was facrificed, as

|
|

l_

houghe, to the Dinell, being Aripped naked and bound to two fakes, with his
ltallli{: ag:?nlfi- a great fire : then dugd tI‘.il.'I;FI'.IFPG him and burne his bowels and dried his
fleMito the bones, whichthey kept aboue ground in a by-raome, Many ocher of our
men were crucily and treacheroufly exccuted by them,though perhaps not facrificed,
and nonc had beeneleft, if theirambufhes 2nd treafons Irad taken cffe@. Pewhatan
thus inuited P Captaine ‘Rerliffe and thirtic others to trade for corne,
brought them within his ambulh, murthered them, _ .
eAdlexander Woitaker faith, That their @ Priefis (whom they eall Eﬂmkcfﬂsbj aps
Witches, of whom the people ftand in great awe. The manner of theie life is Heremite-
fafhion, in woods, in houfcsfequeltred from the common coucle ofmen, where none
may come, or [peake withthem, vncalled, They take no cace forviGtualls, forall fuch

and h:uing

neceflaries are fet in a place neere his cottage for his vie. 1fthey would have raine, o

oftany thing. hee at theirrequell coniureth, and often prevailesh, Hee ischeiz
]I:'?:;:i!:i:l?:if E;:ey b% ficke, and m:ﬁgrh theirwounds, Achis word they make warre
and peace, and doc nothing of inoment without him,

The Wirewance of Acawmacke told ourmen ofa ftrange accident : two children be-
ing dead,and buried,being reuiewed by the parents,feemed to haue liuclyand cheere-
fnﬁ countenances, which caufed many to behold them, and none of the beholdere
#lcaped death. ) :

The Safguefahanockerare a Gianmlypeople, fira ngeinproportion, behaviour, and
atire, their voice founding from them, as out of a Cauc: their attire of Beares skin 5;
banged wich Beares pawes, thehead of a Wolie, and fuch like jewels: and (if any

“would haue a fpoonc to eate with the Diucll) their Tobacco-pipes were three quar-

ters of a yard long, carued at the great end with a Bird, Beare, or other device, fuffici-
ent to beacour the braines of a Horfe Sand how many Affes braines are beaten our, or
rather mens braines fmosked ont, and Afles haled in by our lefle Pipesathome ?) the
reit of thicir furniture was futable, The calfeof one of their legges wasmeafured three
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uarters of a yardabout, the reft of his limbes propontionable. With much adoe re.. -

ined they this people fom worfhipping our men. And f when our men prayed
(according to cheir daily cultome) and fung a Plalme,chey much wondered  and after
began in moft paffionate manner to hold vp their hands ro the Sunne, with a Song :
then embracing the Capraine, they beganto adorehim inlike manner,and (o procee-
ded (notwirhftanding his rebuking them) till their fong wasended : whichdone, ane
withamofi firange action and vncomcly voice beganan Oration of their loucs: That
ended, with a greacpainted Beares skinne they couered the Capeaine, another hun
abouthisnecke a chaine of white Beads. Others laid eighteene manclés ac his feece,
with many other ceremonies to create him their Gouernour, 1hat he might defend
themagainft che Afaffu-womekes their enemics, As thefe are very geeat, fo the #igdco-
comococs are very lictle. .

1 may alfo here infere the ridiculous conceies which fome Virginians hold, concer-
ning theirfirft originall, as I haue heard from thé relation of an Englifh T youth,which
liuedlong among(ttheSavages : thata Hare cameinco theic Countiey and made the
firlt men, and after preferucd them froma great Secpenc: and when two other Hares
came thither, that Hare for their entertainment killed 2 Deere,whichwas then the on.
ly Deere thatwas, and Rrewing the haires of that Deere hide, eucry haire proued
Deeic. He faid they worlhipped towards a certaine Hoop or Sphere cﬁ;uhlc acrofle,
which was (et vponanheape of (tonesin theie houfes, They hada houfe withont the
Towne for the women, in thetime of their naturall ficknes to keepe in, where no men
might come,
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They have * a cerraine herbe called Weyfake,like Liverwort.which they cliew and
fpic inco poifoned wounds,that are thereby healed in foure and twenty houres, In fin-
ing out theirmedicinable roor, (itis the relation of Mafter George Percy ) fix of chem
hold together by the armes,and fo go finging, and withall fearching : and when they
haue found it, (it downe finging, croMing the roote with their hands fora good fpace,
then gather,chew,and fpit.He thus deferibeth their dances ; One fands inthemdde(t
finging and clapping hands; all the reft dance about him, fhouting, hallowing, flam-
ping with antike gellure, hike fo many Diucls,their feecalwayes(and only) agreeng in
one {troke, Landing atKecoughtan,the Saunagesentertained them with a doleful noife,
laying their faces to the ground,and feratching the carch with cheirnailes. The#re.
w.nce of Rapahanna,mec them playing ona flute of areed, witha crowne of Deeres
haire coloured red,fafhioned like a Rofe,witha chaine of Beads about his necke, and
Bracelets of Pearle han ging athis eares,in cach eare a birds cliw ;of 2 modefl-prond
behaviour. The women withan Iron pounce and race their bodics, legs, thighes, and
armes,in curious knots and poreraitures of fowles, fithes,bealts,and rub a painting into
the fame,which will neuer out. The Queene of Apamerica, was attired with a Coroner
befee with many white bones,her eareshanged with copper,achaine thereof (ix times
compaffing hernecke, Themaids fhaue their headsall butthe hinder part : the wiues
weare it all ofalength:the men wearetheleftlocke long, fometimes an ell,which they
tie when they pleale in anarcificiall knoe, fucke withfeathers, the right fide fhauen.
The King anPn (pahey was painted all black,wich hornes on his head like a Divell. He
teftifieth of their hard fare, watching cuery third night,lying on the bare cold ground,
what wether focucr came, and warding the next day, afmall can of barly fodden in
water, being the fuftenancefor fiue men a day: their drinke brackifh and flimic water,
This fiue moneths.

The Virginians 1 arcborne white : theirhaire black,few haue beards : the women
with two fhels are their Darbers : they are firong,nimble,and hardie,inconftant timo-
rous, quicke ofapprehenfion, cautelous,couctous of coprerand beads ; they feldome
forget an iniury,and fcldome ficale from cach ocher, lcft the Coniurers (hould bewray
them, whichicis fufficient thac thefe thinke they can doe, Tl'll:y hauve their lands and
gardensin proper, and moft of them live of their labour, Mafler Wingfiz/d faith, rhey
would be of good complexion,ifthey would leaue paintin g (whichthey vie on cheir
faceand (houlders. )Henener faw any of them gmﬂPc,nr bald:they would haue beards,
but that they plucke away the haires : they haue one wife,many loues,and are alfo So-
domites, Their clderwomen are Cockes, Barbers,and for feruice, the yonger for daa
liance. The women hang their children ac their backes, inSummer naked, 11 Winter
vodera Deere-skin. They areof modeft behaviour, They feldome orneuer brall: 1a
enzerraining a (tranger, they fpread a mat for him to fit downe,and dance before him.
Thcg weare theirnailes long to flea their Deere : they putbow and arrowesinzo theit
childrens hand before they are fix yeares old.,

In each care commonly they haue three great holes,wherat they hang chains brace-
lets, or copper : fome wearein thofc holes a fimall Snake colonred gicene and yellow,
neare halfe a yard long,which crawling about his neck,offereth o kille his lips.Ochers
weare adead Rat tiedPE y the taile, Their names are giuen them according to the humor
ofthe parents. Their women they (ay arc eafily delivered : they wafhin che riuers cheic
yong infants to inakethem hardy.The women and childrendo the houfhold and field-
wwic,:h: men difdainivg the fame,and only dcliih:ing in fithing,hunting,wars,and
fuch man.like exercifes : the women plant, reape, beare burthens, pound cheir corne,
make baskets,pots their bread,and doe cheir cookeric and other bufinefle. They cafi-
Iy kindle fire by chafing a drie pointed Ricke in a hole of a little fquare peece of waod.

Powhatan had aboue thirtie Commanders, or Wirrewances vader him, all which
were not in peace only, but feruiceable in Captaine Smuths prefidencie,tothe Englith,
and thil,as T haue beene told by fome,that haue fince beene there, they doe affect hiin,
and will aske of him. Pewhatan hath chree brechren, and two fifters, to whom the in-
heritance belongeth fucceflively,and not to his or their fonnes rill aftertheir death and
then the eldeft Sifters fonne inheriteth. He hath his treafure of skinnes,copper,pearles, -
beads, and fuch like, kept in a houfe for that purpofe,and there flored againfl the time

of
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of his burial!. This Houfe is fiftie or threefcore yards long,frequented onely by Priefis:
Acthe foure corners ofthis houfe tand foure Images as Senrinels,,one of a Dragon,an-
ather of a Beare, 3 third ofa Leopard, and the fourth of a Giant;He hath as many wo-
men as he will, which when heis wearie of.he beftowerh on whom he beft liketh His
will, and Cuftome are the Lawes. Heexecuteth ciuill punithments on malefadtors,as
broyling to deach, being encompafied with fire, and other tortures. The other Wiro-
wanees, ot Commanders ( fothe word fignificth ) haue power of life and death, and
haue fome rwentie men, fome fortie, fome an hundred, fome many more vnder their
command.Some were fent to enquire for thofe which were left of Sis #elter Ruwleigh
Colony, but they could learne nothing of them butthat chey were dead,

Cuar. VIL
af Florida.

@ Extto Virginiatowards the South s fitate Florida,s o talled, becaufe a Tiorids with
iewas ficlt difcouered by the Spaniardson ® Palme-funday, orasthe #leng. 0.
@ moft < interprer,Eafter.day,whichthey call Pufgua Floridi : and nor, ;LL.:; -

§ as Thewer writeth,for the flourifhing Verdure thereof, The fielt 4 fin- HHJ;-::.’:;
der,after their account,was fobn Ponce of Leon,in the yeare T 12, bue &,

; we haue before thewed that Sebaftian Cabora had difcovereditin the © Girawa,gre.
name of King Henry the fencath of England. The length of this Region extendethto 4 Gomara bifl.
the fiue and rwenticchdegree. It runncth outintoche Sea witha long poine of land, q:;ffﬁ'f'
as if ic would either fet barres to thar fwift current which there runneth our, or poinc s 224
out the dangers of thefe coa(ts to the Hazardons Mariners.

Into the Land it (tretcheth Wetward voto the borders of New-Spaine, and thofe
other couatiies which are not fully knowne:otherwhere it is wathed witha dan gerous
fea,which feparatech Cichore Babama,and Lucaia trom the fame, Jobn Ponce ¢ afore- e Gamers &
faid hearing a rumour of a prodigious well,which (asthe Poets tell of Media) would Calueio,
make old men become yong againe plaid the yongling to go fearch it fix months coge=
ther, and inthat inquiry difeouers this Continenc s and repairing into Spaine, obrai=
neth this Prouince wich the title of Adelantado He returned with a Na uy and band of
fouldicrs, buc at his landing was fo welcomed by the Floridians, that many of hismen
were {lainc,and himfelfe wounded vnro death, € Pamphile de Naruaces had no beteer £ Benge, lib .
fuccefle: he entred Florsda, 1517, Alvare Nomez called Capo divacea or Cabegade
waca, and fome of his comp nn{, after long caprivine, efcaped, :

Pamphils carricd with him [ixc hundredmen : abour the River of Palmes his fhips
were wracked, and molt ofthe Spaniards drowned. A few efeaped drowning, buc
twelue fell madde, and hkedogs foughe to worry each other, Scarcely ten returned
into Spaine, The'c comming ro Mexico, reported thac they had reflored three dead
mento life: 1 rather beleeue, faith Bewzo, that they killed foure qaiicke men.

DeonFerdimands de Sato & enriched with the fpotles of » A1ibaliba King of Peru,in g This Expe-
which action he wasa Capraine and horfe-man, heere found place to fpeiid thar which dition of Sore,
there hehad goteen. Forhauing obeained the Gouernment of Flo ida, and gathered is, by Malter
2 Band of fixe hundred men for that Exped tion, in it hee {pent fiue yeaces fearcheing J;:‘::#;:‘ rE:
for Mineralls, till heeloft himfelfe, /alvaw Samada, and eAbumade made fute for hih be jn;
thelike grant, bur could not obraineit, Fricr Luys de Beluaftro, and ether Domi-- Writtenby a
nikes had vndertaken b%:hr.' way of Preaching to haue reduced the Floridians to Chri- Porcugall gen.
ftianitie, and the Spamfh obedience, and were fent at the Emperours charge, bogng &30 of £-
fooner fet foote on [hore, then hee and twa of his companions were taken by the :‘h‘:lr:::‘lFll::J
Sauages, and cruclly (laine and caten, their fhauen skalpes being hanged vpin their Ao “-!E' 3
Temple foramonument. This hapsened in the yeare 1549. 1n the yeare 1 52 4, h fode Verrs,
Francis the firlt, the French King, had fenc Jobw b de Terrazne hither, butbecaufe #F+Haks tem. 5.
he rather fought to difcouerall along the Coaft, then to fearchor fevle within Land, {h{g‘il:::‘r?

I paffe him ouer. Intheycare 1562. Ihac Wm$y of France, i+CMfFM,Ch:mpim} oo e
uu 2 o :




